
The campaign season has lately been a fight over women’s issues and, more
importantly for the candidates, women’s votes. From the battle over
contraception coverage to the Ann Romney/Hanna Rosen flare up to
Romney’s flap on equal pay, women have been put squarely at the center of
the 2012 battle. But what will this election cycle mean for women politicians?

The 2010 midterm elections weren’t great for
women. It was the first time that their numbers in
Congress slid backward since 1978. Will 2012 be any
different? The signs that we could see the ranks of
women rise in Congress are promising – perhaps
even giving us another Year of the Woman.

At an event hosted by the 2012 Project in New York
last night, a nonpartisan campaign to increase the
number of women in Congress and state legislatures,
Director Debbie Walsh was hopeful. This could be “a
real year of opportunity much like 1992,” the original
Year of the Woman, she said.

What makes her so optimistic? Due to retirements
and redistricting, women are running for a bunch of
open seats. In fact, 16 women are vying for just such
opportunities in the Senate and 71 women are doing
so in the House, according to the Rutgers Center for
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American Women and Politics. On top of that, Walsh
pointed out, “We’re on track to set records for the
number of women filing to run for the U.S. House
and Senate.” A total 25 women have filed in the
Senate with 14 likely women candidates poised to
follow suit, and 225 have filed for the House with a
potential extra 70 likely candidates set to do the
same. Compare that to 36 women who filed in the
Senate and 262 who filed in the House in 2010.

This isn’t just important for ensuring that our
Congress – which has never been more than 18
percent women – better reflects the country’s
population. It’s also important for getting women to
turn out for the election in the first place. At the
same event, Celinda Lake, president of polling firm
Lake Research Partners, pointed out that while the
“War on Women” episode may have gotten women’s
attention, “to keep women in the Democratic camp

they’ll have to work just as hard to target women voters.” The best way to do
it? “Run women candidates.”

This is no small point. Borrowing from Eleanor Roosevelt, Lake said, “It’s up
to the women… women voters.” We’ll determine who wins the presidential
election this year. Kellyanne Conway, president of polling company
WomanTrend and another speaker at the event, estimated, “Obama needs 59
to 60 percent of the women’s vote to get reelected.” The good news: women
tend to be more pro-incumbent. The bad news: men have soured on him.
That’s no small hurdle.

Getting more women into office also creates a self-reinforcing cycle, Lake
pointed out. She noted that there was a “huge surge” in women running after
Geraldine Ferraro ran as Vice President on Walter Mondale’s ticket in 1984.
Women running for office – even staunchly conservative women like Sarah
Palin – encourages more women to run and helps with recruitment.

That’s a crucial point, because the 2012 Project has already started setting its
sights beyond 2012. Only six women serve as governor in the U.S., a pitiful
number that fell from nine in 2004 and 2007. But Walsh pointed out that 34
states will have gubernatorial races in 2014, presenting another huge
opportunity for women to run.

But first they have to be convinced throw in their hats – and show up at the
polls on November 6th.

More on Forbes Right Now

Your Name

Address

City

State

Zip

E-mail

The author is a Forbes contributor. The opinions expressed
are those of the writer.

Who Just Made a Billion Dollars?

Our Real-Time Billionaires scoreboard tracks
the biggest holdings for 50 of the world’s
wealthiest people.

See who's up & who's down right now »

Subscribe to Forbes
Just $1 an Issue

FORBES  SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscribe To Newsletter
Subscribe To Magazine
Subscriber Customer Service

 

Print Report Corrections Request Reprint

York City. I am Editor of the Roosevelt Institute's
New Deal 2.0 blog and my writing has appeared on
The Nation, GOOD Magazine, AlterNet,
Feministing, and others. From women's issues to
wonking out, I'm always looking for the stories that
can shape the debate. Previously, I was a financial
reporter and head of the energy sector at
mergermarket, a newswire that is part of the

BRYCE COVERT’S POPULAR  POSTS

The Real Face of Stay-At-Home Mothers: Those
Who Have No Other Financial Option 2,710 views

Nannies Making Six-figures? What Childcare
Workers Really Take Home 2,270 views

What's Driving the Gender Gap Between Obama
and Romney? It's the Economy, Stupid 1,553 views

How the Wage Gap Thwarts Women's Political
Agenda 655 views

Romney's Right on the Recovery's Impact on
Women, Wrong on the Causes 577 views

MORE  FROM BRYCE COVERT

SubscribeSubscribe

Why Mitt Romney
Can't Wait

Doug Schoen
Contributor

Grace, Grit and
Paycheck Fairness
- When?

Gloria Feldt
Contributor

  

Email

+ show more

+ Comment now

http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/elections/candidates_2012.php
http://www.nextnewdeal.net/chart-day-we-havent-really-had-year-woman-yet
http://www.forbes.com/profile/sarah-palin/
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/PrePopGateway?cds_mag_code=FRB&cds_page_id=112715&cds_response_key=IXAFC301Z
http://www.forbes.com/real-time-billionaires/
http://www.forbes.com/real-time-billionaires/
http://www.newsletters.forbes.com/DRHM/servlet/ControllerServlet?Action=DisplayMainPage&SiteID=es_764&pgm=44764300
https://subs.forbesmagazine.com/loc/FRB/fdcartsubsA
http://www.forbesmagazine.com/fdctext
javascript:void(0);
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/print/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#corrections
http://www.forbesmagazine.com/CustomReprints/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/04/19/the-real-face-of-stay-at-home-mothers-those-who-have-no-other-financial-option/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/04/02/nannies-making-six-figures-what-childcare-workers-really-take-home/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/04/09/whats-driving-the-gender-gap-between-obama-and-romney-its-the-economy-stupid/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/04/04/how-the-wage-gap-thwarts-womens-political-agenda/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/04/13/romneys-right-on-the-recoverys-impact-on-women-wrong-on-the-causes/
http://twitter.com/brycecovert
http://blogs.forbes.com/brycecovert/feed/
http://blogs.forbes.com/people/brycecovert/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/dougschoen/2012/04/23/why-mitt-romney-cant-wait/
http://blogs.forbes.com/dougschoen/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/gloriafeldt/2012/05/03/grace-grit-and-paycheck-fairness-when/
http://blogs.forbes.com/gloriafeldt/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/gloriafeldt/2012/05/03/grace-grit-and-paycheck-fairness-when/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#comment_reply


4 To-Dos for the
"Someday"
Entrepreneur

Creating
Innovators: Why
America's
Education System
Is Obsolete

No Crystal Ball? 6
Ways To Prepare
Your Portfolio
For
Unpredictable
Times

FEATURES

ADVERTISEMENT

Comments

Enter Your Comment

Post Your Comment
Please log in or sign up to comment.

Forbes writers have the ability to call out member comments they find particularly interesting. Called-out
comments are highlighted across the Forbes network. You'll be notified if your comment is called out.

CALLED-OUT Expand All Comments

Mitt Romney for President
This election, let's fight for the America
we love. Donate Today.
www.MittRomney.com

Heather Wilson for Senate
Washington Post calls Heather the next
rising star.
www.HeatherWilson.com

Dinner with Pres. Obama
You could be invited to a seat at
Barack's table. Find out how now.
barackobama.com/dinner-with-barack

The Forbes 400 World's Billionaires Celebrity 100 World's Leading Companies more +

Forbes began ranking the World's #1
Carlos Slim Helu

#86
Robin Li

#76
Aliko Dangote

+ expand 2 comments

http://www.forbes.com/sites/dailymuse/2012/03/07/4-to-dos-for-the-someday-entrepreneur/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ericaswallow/2012/04/25/creating-innovators/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/advisor/2012/05/01/no-crystal-ball-6-ways-to-prepare-your-portfolio-for-unpredictable-times/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/dailymuse/2012/03/07/4-to-dos-for-the-someday-entrepreneur/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/ericaswallow/2012/04/25/creating-innovators/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/advisor/2012/05/01/no-crystal-ball-6-ways-to-prepare-your-portfolio-for-unpredictable-times/
http://blogs.forbes.com/account/login/?redirect_to=/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/print/
http://blogs.forbes.com/account/register/?redirect_to=/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/print/
http://blogs.forbes.com/account/login/?redirect_to=/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/print/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Blpby95amT9vkF8yNlALin4WBA5bfo9cD9sqCn0_AjbcB8LvMARABGAEg3qu4EygDOABQtNrIgPj_____AWDJpoCLuKTcGKABgrPX0AOyAQ53d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAX5odHRwOi8vd3d3LmZvcmJlcy5jb20vc2l0ZXMvYnJ5Y2Vjb3ZlcnQvMjAxMi8wNS8wMy93aHktMjAxMi1jb3VsZC1iZS1hLXllYXItb2YtdGhlLXdvbWFuLWFuZC13aHktaXRzLWltcG9ydGFudC10aGF0LXdvbWVuLXJ1bi-AAgHIAt7X4RyoAwHIAx_oA4wD6AOOA-gDxQL1AwIEAAT1AyAAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1AgX_vdnH3fOJQnRBmbGFPaPu6lA&client=ca-pub-5683427718992637&adurl=https://mittromney.com/donate/fight-for-america%26SC%3DINTPRAD001%3Fcct_info%3D1%7C25219%7C7946991837%7C118258654%7C5280434494%7C%7C21183369694%7Ctc%7C%7Cd%7C%7Cwww.forbes.com%7C%26cct_ver%3D3%26cct_bk%3Dmitt%2520romney
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B4BPY95amT9vkF8yNlALin4WBA7rAwqMC0pmj0jLAjbcB8Lp5EAIYAiDeq7gTKAM4AFDhwuvV-P____8BYMmmgIu4pNwYoAHesbvhA7IBDnd3dy5mb3JiZXMuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZm9yYmVzLmNvbS9zaXRlcy9icnljZWNvdmVydC8yMDEyLzA1LzAzL3doeS0yMDEyLWNvdWxkLWJlLWEteWVhci1vZi10aGUtd29tYW4tYW5kLXdoeS1pdHMtaW1wb3J0YW50LXRoYXQtd29tZW4tcnVuL6gDAcgDH-gDjAPoA44D6APFAvUDAgQABPUDIAAAAA&num=2&sig=AOD64_1yrJdZ6VBcB0GxGhGhFnA4-DT8vg&client=ca-pub-5683427718992637&adurl=https://secure.piryx.com/donate/5tZ0aMWv/WilsonforSenate/googlewprisingstar
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BHayN95amT9vkF8yNlALin4WBA9GI0ZkCgZWmjCnPmeiUGsCygQEQAxgDIN6ruBMoAzgAUOHH3LL4_____wFgyaaAi7ik3BigAb-c9N8DsgEOd3d3LmZvcmJlcy5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEB2gF-aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mb3JiZXMuY29tL3NpdGVzL2JyeWNlY292ZXJ0LzIwMTIvMDUvMDMvd2h5LTIwMTItY291bGQtYmUtYS15ZWFyLW9mLXRoZS13b21hbi1hbmQtd2h5LWl0cy1pbXBvcnRhbnQtdGhhdC13b21lbi1ydW4vgAIByAKB2c8fqAMByAMf6AOMA-gDjgPoA8UC9QMCBAAE9QMgAAAA&num=3&sig=AOD64_1bMtiZYhXfBZ5_wR2OyMOGHFTElw&client=ca-pub-5683427718992637&adurl=http://www.barackobama.com/om-dinner-with-barack-june-signon%3Fsource%3DOM2012_LB_G_dwb-content_fundraising_ap2%26utm_medium%3Dom2012%26utm_source%3DG%26utm_campaign%3DDD_dwb-content%26utm_content%3Dap2
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brycecovert/2012/05/03/why-2012-could-be-a-year-of-the-woman-and-why-its-important-that-women-run/#
http://www.forbes.com/lists/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/carlos-slim-helu/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/robin-li/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/aliko-dangote/


Billionaires 25 years ago. Today the list is
bigger than ever and still the definitive
guide to global wealth. Explore our 1,000+
profile pages with detailed information on
every member of the list. Sign up to follow
your favorite billionaire and get news
alerts delivered right to your inbox.

View complete list »

Carlos Slim Helu
Latest News »

Robin Li
Latest News »

#601
Sean Parker
Latest News »

Aliko Dangote
Latest News »

#17
Alice Walton
Latest News »

#3
Warren Buffett
Latest News »

Special Report: Improving
Business Through Data

4 To-Dos for the
"Someday" Entrepreneur

The Best Franchises To
Start

Homes With Private
Sports Facilities

The Credit Card Is The
New App Platform

Home Business Investing Tech Entrepreneurs Op/Ed Leadership Lifestyle Lists Forbes Conferences Newsletters

Photo Galleries and More

Advertising Information | Self-Serve Advertising | Reprints/Permissions | Terms, Conditions and Notices | Privacy Statement | Ad Choices | Contact Us | Sitemap | Help

2012 Forbes.com LLC™   All Rights Reserved

MAGAZINES

Free Trial Issue
Subscriber Services
Buy Back Issues

http://www.forbes.com/billionaires/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/carlos-slim-helu/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/robin-li/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/sean-parker-2/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/aliko-dangote/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/alice-walton/
http://www.forbes.com/profile/warren-buffett/
http://www.forbes.com/special-report/data-driven.html
http://www.forbes.com/special-report/data-driven.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/dailymuse/2012/03/07/4-to-dos-for-the-someday-entrepreneur/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/dailymuse/2012/03/07/4-to-dos-for-the-someday-entrepreneur/
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/elld45le/intro/#content
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/elld45le/intro/#content
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/efel45eggl/indoor-basketball-court-summerlin-nevada/
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/efel45eggl/indoor-basketball-court-summerlin-nevada/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2012/03/01/the-credit-card-is-the-new-app-platform/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2012/03/01/the-credit-card-is-the-new-app-platform/
http://www.forbes.com/
http://www.forbes.com/business/
http://www.forbes.com/investing/
http://www.forbes.com/technology/
http://www.forbes.com/entrepreneurs/
http://www.forbes.com/opinions/
http://www.forbes.com/leadership/
http://www.forbes.com/lifestyle/
http://www.forbes.com/lists/
http://www.forbesconferences.com/
http://www.newsletters.forbes.com/DRHM/servlet/ControllerServlet?Action=DisplayMainPage&SiteID=es_764&pgm=44764400
http://www.forbesmedia.com/
http://www.forbes.com/selfserve
http://www.forbesmagazine.com/CustomReprints/
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/terms.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/privacy.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/contact.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/sitemap.html
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/help.html
http://www.forbesrussia.ru/
http://www.forbes.pl/
http://www.forbes.ro/
http://www.forbeschina.com/
http://realclearpolitics.com/
http://www.realclearsports.com/
http://www.realclearmarkets.com/
http://www.spirent.com/
http://www.morningstar.com/
http://www.xignite.com/
http://www.thomson.com/
http://www.forbes.com/forbes
http://www.forbes.com/forbesglobal
http://www.forbes.com/forbes-life-magazine
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=FRB&cds_response_key=IL02FTRSC
http://www.forbes.com/fdc/subservices.html
http://backissues.forbesinc.com/

